Child Protection Policy

Avon Canoe Polo Club is fully committed to providing a safe environment for young people to enjoy canoe polo. Avon CPC aims to protect every child and young person from neglect, bullying and any form of physical, sexual or emotional abuse while taking part in club activities. All members should show respect and understanding for the rights, safety and welfare of others.

Anyone under the age of 18 is classed as a child/young member.

Avon CPC will prioritise the welfare of young members by following BCU guidelines listed below:

1.  Appoint a Club Welfare Officer

· Avon CPC will have at least one nominated Club Welfare Officer (CWO) who is responsible for acting as a source of advice about safeguarding and protecting children, promoting good practice and for co-ordinating action within the club on receipt of any concerns or referrals. 

· The CWO will be nominated by the Committee and will have the BCU CWO job description. 

· The CWO will attend the Sports Coach UK Safeguarding and Protecting Children workshop supported by Avon CPC.

· The CWO’s name and contact details should be publicised to the Club.

· The CWO will report to the Committee and be invited to meetings when needed.

· The CWO will communicate with the BCU Child Protection, Vulnerable Adults and Harassment Lead Officer for support and guidance.

2. Self Declaration Form and Criminal Record Bureau Checks

Child Protection is about putting in place the best possible practices and

procedures, this will protect not only the child but also the adult. The following guidelines should be observed:

· The CWO must complete an enhanced CRB or equivalent disclosure through the BCU. 

· All volunteers or coaches with significant contact with young people will be asked by the CWO to complete a Self Declaration form and may be asked for references or to undergo an enhanced CRB disclosure.

· Anyone who has previous conviction for offences related to abuse against children will automatically be excluded from working with children.

· Anyone who has previous convictions will not be able to have significant contact with children until the Committee have assessed the risks and deemed the person suitable.  The risk assessment will take account of the relevance of offences, their seriousness, the circumstances surrounding them, the ages at which they were committed, patterns of offending, and changes in circumstances since the offences.

3. Photographs and Video footage

Avon CPC recognises that photographs of young members enjoying canoe polo are needed to promote the sport and will be used on the club website. The following guidelines should be observed:

· The photograph or recording should focus on the activity rather than a particular young person

· All children featured in photographs/recordings must be appropriately dressed

· Spectators taking photographs/recordings should be prepared to identify themselves if requested and state their purpose for photography/filming 

4. Club Training Sessions and Competitions/Trips

Avon CPC requests that all children at club training sessions or at competitions or on trips be accompanied by a parent/guardian. 

Should the parent/guardian be unable to attend, the following guidelines should be observed:

· A Parental Consent Form must be completed and given to the CWO which includes emergency contact details and any medical conditions

· An adult member on the trip should be appointed to have overall responsibility for the children’s well being with consent from parents/guardians and they must complete an enhanced CRB disclosure

· Any adult travelling with the child must complete a Self Declaration Form

This Child Protection Policy should be reviewed annually by the CWO and the Committee and take into account any incidents that may have occurred and also any BCU policy or best practice updates.
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